

Pre-site Activities:    


-Worksheet A (Appendix)


- Logs and lily pads (optional)


Scatter dome cones and balance beams in a large square area. Instruct the kids that the area is like a large pond. The domes are lily pads and the beams are logs. Place one hula hoop at each corner of the square with a card in the hoop naming the classification of an animal (reptile, amphibian, mammal, bird, etc.). Scatter the plastic animals or pictures about the pond. Students need to move only on lily pads and logs around the pond picking up various animals. They must stay on the lily pads and logs even as they bend over to pick up an animal. Once they have picked up an animal they must move on the lily pads and logs to the correct classification. If a student falls off of the lily pad or log (lands in the water) he/she must drop their animal and go back to one of the hoops and re-enter the pond. The activity becomes cooperative when two students meet in the same spot and have to decide the best way to pass one another. When used with larger classes this activity is best as a "station."








Educational Program Outline





Title:  Pond Life


Content Area:  Science





Materials, Equipment, Resources Included:  Pond life worksheets, life cycle makers, specimens (on-site), collection/observation materials (on-site), pond identification cards, 





Materials, Equipment, Resources NOT Included:  cones, beams, and hoops for pre-visit game.  





Teacher Preparation:  





Time to Complete:  Pre-site 20 minutes-1 hour


                                On site 2 hours


                                Post-site 20 minutes-1 hour


http://www.naturegrid.org.uk/pondexplorer/pond-cross.html





Lesson Description:  Participants learn about the interactions and life cycles of organisms in freshwater and vernal ponds, through observation and hands on activities.


Theme:   Organisms interact with each other in their pond habitat in order to maintain the delicate balance of the food chain with cycles of pond life.


Connecticut Core Science Curriculum Framework:


K.2 - Many different kinds of living things inhabit the Earth.


1.2 - Living things have different structures and behaviors that allow them to meet basic needs.


1.3 - Organisms change in form and behavior as part of their life cycles.


2.2 - Plants change their forms as part of their life cycles.


3.2 - Organisms can survive and reproduce only in environments that meet their basic needs.


3.4 - Earth materials provide resources for all living things, but these resources are limited and should be conserved.


4.2 - All organisms depend on the living and non living features of the environment for survival.


5.2 - Perceiving and responding to information about the environment is critical to the survival of organisms


     Connecticut State Social Studies Standards:


Content Standard 10: Physical Systems                K-4:


         (in part) Explain the factors that affect the location, distribution and associations of features of the physical environment.


         Define local environmental features
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